
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Catholic School!  The start of this school year has been 
exciting. Our staff and teachers have had a week of team 
building, spiritual development, and laughter as we have prepared 
to offer life-changing encounters with Jesus to your families.
 
We look forward to welcoming you back and for you to see some 
of the updates that occurred over the summer to our school. 
Classrooms 6-8 have been newly renovated.  We have new 
seating in our school chapel and new carpet in our preschool.  
Many of the hallways have been painted.  We have an extended 
security camera system. New wall pads and A/V systems are 
coming soon to our school gym!  Not only does our building look 
different, but there is a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit within 
our school community. 
 
You will see outcomes of a thorough strategic planning process 
this year.  Our strategic plan will be shared with you at a vision 
casting event on September 5th following the 6PM Opening Mass 
for the school year.  All families are required to be represented.

The success of OLGC school belongs to God alone.  We trust in 
His plan for our school and are ready to surrender to His will daily 
in doing His work.  God has incredible plans for offering life-
changing encounters with Jesus at OLGC school.  We invite you 
to partner with our staff as we continue a beautiful journey 
equipping leaders to transform our culture. 
 
In Christ,

Melissa

  CRUSADER CONNECTION for the Week of August 27th through August 31st
 OLGC Mission: “We exist to offer a life-changing encounter with Jesus and equip leaders to transform the culture.”

WEEK AT A GLANCE
NO HOT LUNCH ALL WEEK
NO PCCS BUSES ALL WEEK

Monday, August 27th - 
• School begins - full uniform
• Half day - dismissal tentatively 11:00am 
• NO PCCS BUSES

Tuesday, August 28th-  
•  No events planned

Wednesday, August 29th - 
•  Deadline to order September Hotlunchonline             

Thursday, August 30th -  
• Divn. Masses - Grs. Pre-K - 4 - 8:30am in gym
• Divn. Masses - Grs. Grs. 5 - 8 - 9:50am in gym  - Parents are 

welcome!!
Friday, August 31st -  
• NO SCHOOL - LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Monday, September 3rd-
• NO SCHOOL - LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Tuesday, September 4th-
• School resumes 
• NO P.M. Buses
• Hot lunch begins

Wednesday, September 5th -
• Mass of the Holy Spirit - 6:00pm at church
• School Vision Casting immediately following Mass 

Thursday, September 6th -
• No events planned

Friday, September 7th - 
• 7:30am Mass in School Chapel. All are welcome!

From Mrs. Hunt’s Desk

We pride ourselves on excellent communication.  We will use the 
following forms of school to home communication this year:
Crusader Connection:  Each Friday, a weekly e-mail known as the 
Crusader Connection is sent out with reminders, updates, and 
important school information.  The e-mail is sent through Gradelink and 
posted weekly on our school website. 
4:00 PM Sunday Phone Call: Each Sunday, the Gradelink phone 
system will call the phone number listed for your family with reminders 
for the week from Ms. Hunt.  This is a great way to know exactly what is 
upcoming for the week. 
Gradelink: Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish School uses Gradelink, 
our student information system, to handle all electronic communication 
between the school and the families of our enrolled students. These 
communications include email messages, group email messages (e.g., 
an email message sent to all parents of 5th grade students), text 
messages, and voice messages.
When parents use the Gradelink EnrollMe portal to register a new 
student or to re-enroll a returning student they have the ability to submit 
parent contact information (email addresses and telephone numbers) 
and to opt out of the messaging system. We strongly encourage listing 
contact information for at least one parent or guardian of each enrolled 
child. If your contact information changes please contact Terri 
O’Connor, school secretary, at (734) 453-3053 or by email 
to oconnort@olgcparish.net so that your records may be update.

Church Bulletin: OLGC Parish School will be highlighted weekly in the 
church bulletin.
Social Media: Stay up-to-date with all the great things taking place at 
our school.  “Like” our OLGC School Facebook page.  
Website: Our website will have a fresh look this year as we redesign it 
to communicate our vision and the daily happenings at our school.
You are always welcome to ask questions in person, via phone, or 
email any of our staff.

mailto:oconnort@olgcparish.net


Hello, my name is Sue Heemstra.  I am 
thrilled to be joining the staff of Our Lady 
of Good Counsel School as a Pre-K 
Aide.  I attended St. Mary’s High School 
in New Haven, Connecticut and after 
graduation moved to Ann Arbor to 
pursue a BA from the University of 
Michigan in Linguistics.  I married my 

husband of forty years, Ron, at St. 
Thomas the Apostle Church.  We have nine children, five 
(soon to be six) children-in-law, and look forward to the birth of 
our fifteenth grandchild in December.

When our youngest started attending preschool, I found 
employment as a classroom aide at St. Thomas Elementary 
School. In my eleven years there, I worked in the Pre-
kindergarten, Kindergarten and First Grade classrooms.  I also 
was certified as a first level catechist for the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd program and have for three years been 
privileged to share time with children in the Atrium.

Thank you to all for the warm welcome I have found as a 
newcomer to OLGC.  I look forward to meeting each family 
and growing with you in faith. 

Hello!

My name is Melissa Elsey and I am 
blessed to be teaching second grade 
this year.  I am excited to join the OLGC 
family.  I would like to share a bit about 
myself with you.  I have been blessed to 
be married to my husband, David, for 13 
years.  We have two daughters, Abby, 12 

and Ania, 10.  The girls will be in the 7th 
and 5th grade and are happy to join the school community at 
OLGC as well.  David has worked for OLGC for 4 years. 

I grew up in Catholic schools attending Our Lady Queen of 
Peace for K-8. I went on to Regina High School and then 
attended Madonna University and received my bachelors in 
Elementary Education .  After I had our daughters I returned to 
Madonna and earned my Masters in Early Childhood 
Education.  I began my teaching career as a third grade 
teacher and most recently was a preschool teacher.  At the end 
of last year I worked at OLGC as a long term substitute in 
middle school.  I am so happy to be teaching second grade this 
year. 

As we prepare for the school year not only am I preparing a 
new classroom but my family is also moving to a new home.  
We are moving from St. Clair Shores to Plymouth and are very 
excited for our new journey and to see all the Lord has in store 
for us.  

Dear OLGC Community,

My name is Betsy Gabrish and I am the new First 
Grade Teacher in Room 3!

I am excited and blessed to be joining the school 
faculty at Our Lady of Good Counsel. It brings me 
great joy to be given the opportunity to share the 
gift of faith with our First-Grade students and the 
whole OLGC community. I have been in Catholic 
education my whole career and thank God for the 
opportunities I have had in the past at St. Thomas 
Aquinas in Detroit, St. Michael in Livonia, and Our 
Lady of Sorrows in Farmington. I have worked with 

young children and their families for 28 years and look forward to 
serving OLGC students and families in providing witness and 
experiences that provide life changing encounters with Christ as we 
walk this journey together. 

My husband Bob and I have been married almost 30 years and we 
have three grown children. Our son Matthew was married this July to 
my wonderful daughter-in law Leigh. Our son Ryan is pursuing a 
career in the trades, and our daughter Katy graduated from Western 
Michigan and is pursuing Graduate school to become a Family Life 
Specialist. When I am not at school I enjoy being with my family 
especially when my son Matt cooks! I also enjoy meeting with my 
Discipleship Group, and finishing my Masters in Educational 
Leadership! Please come by Room 3 or stop me after mass to say 
hello - I look forward to meeting you!

In His Love and Service,

Betsy Gabrish

Grade 2

Grade 1 

Pre-K Aide

Hello!

It is an honor to serve the OLGC community 
as principal of our parish school.  I am 
incredibly humbled to have this opportunity 
and am grateful for your prayers and the 
warm welcome.  I trust God has equipped 
me with the knowledge and skills to lead 

OLGC parish school through my education 
and past experiences.  I have had the privilege of being an 
administrator in McKinney, TX, opening two new schools, teaching 
second and third grades, serving as an Intervention Specialist and 
Literacy Consultant, and most recently serving as the principal of 
Silver Springs Elementary in Northville Public Schools.  I have a 
bachelor’s degree from Texas A&M University and a master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership from Dallas Baptist University 
where my philosophy was shaped by servant leadership.  Working 
in the field of education is where God has called me to live out my 
call to holiness.

Principal



I had a very blessed summer and one of my favorite parts was 
going to the final vows of my 
best friend Sister Rita Clare. 
She is a Franciscan TOR 
sister. We met over 10 years 
ago, both athletes who learned 
together that the ultimate joy 
isn't winning a championship 
(although those are amazing!) 
but giving our lives totally to 

Jesus. She did that through her vocation to religious life, and I 
try my best to do that by giving my all for your children and 
helping them to know Jesus. I look forward to how the Holy 
Spirit will guide our year through small groups, time in the 
Chapel, Mass and much more. Please pray for me and know of 
my prayers for your families! 

— Angela Maile, Campus Maile

Lighting the Flame

(continued)

Hello, 

My name is Jill Gaylord. I have a degree 
in Music Therapy from Michigan State 
University.  I have been a member of 
OLGC church for 15 years.  During this 
time I have been a cantor, part of the 
VBS planning team and for the last  4 
years a catechist for Catechesis  of the 
Good Shepherd.  
My husband and I have been married for 
17 years.  We have two sons Tyler, 13 

and Evan, 9 who both attend Plymouth- Canton schools.  There is 
nothing I enjoy more then spending time with my family and seeing 
children's faces light up when they are touched by the Holy Spirit.  I 
am looking forward to bringing Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to 
the school.

BEGINNING OF THE  YEAR REMINDERS:

• School begins at 8:00 am

• Hot Lunch begins Tuesday, September 4th

• PCCS Buses will begin Wednesday, September 5th

•    All medications (prescription and over the counter) must be   
brought to the school office in the original container with a 
Medical Release Form signed by your Doctor.

•    Absences should be called into the office by 8:30am
        The absence line number is:  734-453-3620.

   •    It is appreciated if the office is also notified if your student 
will be late due to doctor appointments, etc.

•   Please send a note to your child’s teacher and copy the 
office if your child is leaving early.

•   All students must be signed in and out at the school office 
when coming in late or leaving early.

•   The deadline for the Crusader Connection article 
submissions are Tuesdays at 2:00pm.  Please send to 
cabblem@olgcparish.net.  All articles must be approved by 
Mrs. Hunt prior to publication.    

Hello, 

I am Thomas Donahue.  I was born and 
raised in Ypsilanti, Michigan. I attended St. 
Thomas the Apostle Catholic School for 
elementary and middle school, graduated 
from Father Gabriel Richard High School in 
2011, and earned my associates in 
secondary education from Washtenaw 

Community College and my bachelors degree in Secondary 
Education with a focus on History and Social Studies. I taught at 
St. Thomas for two years, teaching History, English, Math, 
Literature, and Religion. I  love working with middle school and am 
extremely excited to start a new chapter at OLGC. 

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd

Grade 7

Hola!

I’m Mrs. Enid Silva, the new Spanish 
teacher from Puerto Rico. I have been 
married for 25 years and I have 4 wonderful 
children. I have 13 years of experience 
teaching Spanish and moved to Ohio 4 
years ago. The last 3 years I was working in 

two Catholic schools “Most Blessed Sacrament” and “Regina 
Coeli” teaching from K to 8th grade. Most of my students have 
graduated to take honor Spanish classes or take Spanish 2 in 
High School. 

This summer we moved to Michigan to be closer to my 
husband’s job. I’m very excited to have the opportunity to work 
in “Our Lady of Good Counsel”. I love to teach, and I love my 
students! With the grace of the Lord, I know that this school 
year will be one of thrilling experiences and great academy and 
spiritual growth.  

As Philippians 4:13 says “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me”.

Gr. 7 & 8 Spanish

My name is Linda Pfeiffer.  My husband Dan and I have been 
married 21 years.  Our family includes 5 adult children, 11 
grandchildren and 2 grand dogs, Fuzzy and Hazel.
I like cooking, reading, bike riding and going to Murray Lake.  I 
believe God led me to this job and I’m happy to be a part of the 
OLGC community as a lunchroom supervisor.






