
OFFERING EVERY CHILD A LIFE-CHANGING 
ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS...

AND EQUIPPING LEADERS TO 
TRANSFORM THE CULTURE.



CELEBRATING OVER 60 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

 ■ Instruct and nurture our students in their 
faith journey by promoting a Christian 
atmosphere of love, respect, personal 
responsibility, and social concern.

 ■ Be a school where a life of faith is the 
driving force behind every activity.

 ■ Provide a sound Catholic and academic 
foundation that encourages faith-
based intellectual inquiry for future 
achievement in all areas of life.

 ■ Challenge each student to use their 
God-given talents to achieve personal 
excellence.

 ■ Provide a place where each child is 
valued for their God-given uniqueness.

Convinced of the Church’s teaching that JESUS 
CHRIST ALONE fully reveals what it means to be 
human, our PHILOSOPHY at Our Lady of Good 

Counsel (OLGC) Parish School is to:



ONE FAITH. ONE FAMILY. ONE SCHOOL.

OUR FAMILY
OUR FAMILY

Jesus said, “I am The Way, The Truth, and The Life.” He also said, 
“Let the little children come to me.” This is what we do at OLGC: 
we show the children the Way, we nourish them with the Truth, 
and we let Him enrich each child’s Life. Then we bring the 
children to Him!

In order to offer our students this relationship with Jesus and his 
Church, we know that each part of our family must be thriving: 
our parish, our students, our parents, and our staff. But we 
also know that our branches cannot bear fruit on their own, each 
must remain in Him.

OLGC offers high-level academics, faith formation, robust 
sports programs and extracurriculars, and much more, but 
God helps us approach these things differently. With the Holy 
Spirit’s grace, every branch of our parish school ties to our unique 
mission of offering every child a life-changing encounter with 
Jesus and equipping leaders to transform the culture.

We invite your family to join our OLGC family as we 
continue to Unleash the Gospel in our community. 



OUR PARISH
OUR PARISH

OFFERING EVERY PERSON IN OUR COMMUNITY A 
LIFE-CHANGING ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS

We find no better summary of what we are all about than the words 
of Pope Francis: “Knowing Jesus is the best gift that anyone can 

ever receive. That we have encountered Him is the best thing that 
has happened in our lives. And making Him known by our deeds 

and words is our greatest joy.”

WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN THE OLGC FAMILY!
We believe every individual is called to a spiritual journey–where you are on that 
journey is unique. We welcome you wherever you are, regardless of the stage of your 
spiritual life, your struggles, failings, or faults.

We exist to offer every person in our community a life-changing encounter with the 
person of Jesus so that we can grow evermore as His intentional disciples so that we 
can offer an evermore credible witness to the difference Jesus alone can make.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 4PM | SUNDAY MASS 8AM, 10AM, 12PM, 5PM
RECONCILIATION Saturdays @ OLGC Church from 9-11AM



“I THIRST FOR YOU” IS THE THEME OF OLGC PARISH. 
This message reflects the convergence of two thirsts–our thirst for Jesus 
that can only be quenched by knowing Him, and His thirst for each and 
every one of us at every single moment. He has an undying love and He 
is always there standing at the door of our hearts, knocking, seeking to 
enter more fully into our lives with the abundant life only He can give.

IN THE SEVEN 
SACRAMENTS, GOD 

GIVES US GRACE.

OLGC helps you 
encounter Jesus 

through: 

BAPTISM
HOLY EUCHARIST

CONFESSION
CONFIRMATION

HOLY MATRIMONY
ANOINTING OF THE SICK

HOLY ORDERS

PARENTS ARE THE 
SINGLE GREATEST 

INFLUENCE ON THE 
SPIRITUAL AND 

RELIGIOUS LIVES OF 
THEIR CHILDREN. 

OLGC has formation 
opportunities for:

CHILDREN (PRE-K-5)
YOUTH (6-12)

COLLEGE
MARRIAGE & FAMILY

BECOMING CATHOLIC
VOCATIONS

THE CHURCH EXISTS TO 
EVANGELIZE.

OLGC’s evangelization 
and discipleship 

ministries include:

ALPHA
BIBLE STUDIES

CALLED & GIFTED
FORMED

GROW GROUPS
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST

REROUTING
UNBOUND

OUR PARISH
OUR PARISH

SACRAMENTS FORMATIONEVANGELIZATION



OUR STUDENTS
OUR STUDENTS

THE GOSPEL PERMEATES ALL 
THAT WE DO AND TEACH. 

OLGC focuses on developing the whole 
person through a rigorous curriculum aligned 
to relevant standards and 21st century skills, 
with the Gospel implemented throughout. 

HIGH-LEVEL 
ACADEMICS

CURRICULUM (FOR GRADES PRE-K-8)
 ■ Art
 ■ Computer Education
 ■ English - Grammar & 

Writing
 ■ Mathematics

 ■ Music
 ■ Physical Education
 ■ Reading
 ■ Religion
 ■ Research/Library Skills

 ■ Science
 ■ Social Studies
 ■ Spanish

Our academic core curriculum is also augmented with Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 
and we offer additional junior high elective courses in disciplines such as health and fitness, 
advanced computer, yearbook, musical theater, and advanced art.

STUDENT-CENTERED CLASSROOMS
OLGC delivers academic excellence by equipping our 21st century classrooms with the latest 
technology, including Clevertouch boards, iMac lab, and iPads.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT PROGRAM
Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a schoolwide prevention framework that integrates 
assessment and intervention to maximize student academic achievement and pro-social 
behavior. There are 3 tiers of intervention in the MTSS model and every child at OLGC is in at 
least one of them. MTSS is a philosophy that considers all learners and ensures that all students 
are getting the instruction needed to meet their maximum potential.

IOWA ASSESSMENTS
In 2018, OLGC scored in the top 
21% of the nation in English/
Language Arts Core and in the top 
24% of the nation in Math Core.



OUR STUDENTS
OUR STUDENTS

FAITH IS AT THE CORE OF 
EVERYTHING WE DO. 

Our goal at OLGC is to come to know and 
act upon all that God has done for the world 
in Jesus and to equip our students to lead 
the transformation of our culture.

FAITH 
FORMATION

Catechesis 
of the Good 
Shepherd

Eucharistic 
Adoration in 

School Chapel

Multiple 
Weekly

Liturgies

Youth Alpha
Praise and 

Worship and 
Prayer Ministry

Student 
Retreats

Campus 
Minister and 

Worship Leader
Bible Studies

Serving Others 
and Living the 

Faith



LEADERSHIP IS COMMUNICATING 
PEOPLE’S WORTH AND POTENTIAL SO 
CLEARLY THAT THEY ARE INSPIRED TO 
SEE IT THEMSELVES. - STEPHEN R. COVEY

Leader in Me by Stephen Covey emphasizes 
student empowerment and allows each student 
opportunities to recognize his/her God-given gifts.

LEADER
IN ME

BUILDING LEADERS
The top skill sets that parents, teachers and business leaders are looking for include:

 ■ Accountability
 ■ Adaptability
 ■ Initiative/self-direction

 ■ Cross-cultural skills
 ■ Responsibility
 ■ Problem solving

 ■ Communication
 ■ Creativity
 ■ Teamwork 

The Leader in Me is designed to help students both in and out of the classroom as they learn 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey. Through the use of the 7 Habits, 
students build skill sets to become leaders in their daily lives, which will in turn form them into 
leaders in their communities and beyond.

These 7 habits easily tie in with the virtues we seek to live by each day. Students may be 
recognized for virtuous leadership behavior through Good PCFs (Parent Communication 
Forms), phone calls home, school announcements, and the weekly school newsletter Crusader 
Connection.

WHAT’S THE IMPACT?
92% of parents say Leader in 
Me has had a positive impact on 
their child. Research also shows 
a 28% improvement in teens’ 
mental wellness after completing 
a 7 Habits process.

OUR STUDENTS
OUR STUDENTS



OUR STUDENTS
OUR STUDENTS

ENCOUNTER JESUS THROUGH 
SPORTS AND EXTRACURRICULARS.

Through CYO sports, school clubs and special 
activities, students have the opportunity to extend 
learning beyond the classroom and to live our 
school mission. Our coaches adopt the SportsLeader 
program in order to be intentional disciples to help 
our students meet and follow Jesus.

ATHLETICS
AND CLUBS

CYO SPORTS

 ■ Baseball
 ■ Basketball
 ■ Bowling
 ■ Cheer

 ■ Cross country
 ■ Flag football
 ■ Football
 ■ Lacrosse

 ■ Soccer
 ■ Softball
 ■ Track & field
 ■ Volleyball

 ■ AAA Safety Patrol
 ■ Altar Servers
 ■ American Heritage Girls
 ■ Band
 ■ Bells

 ■ Chess Club
 ■ Choir
 ■ Essay, Art, Speaking & 

Spelling Contests
 ■ Lego League

 ■ Service Squad
 ■ Scouts
 ■ Spanish
 ■ Students for Life

CLUBS & ACTIVITIES



OUR PARENTS
OUR PARENTS

PARENTS ARE THE PRIMARY EVANGELIZERS, 
CATECHISTS, AND EDUCATORS OF THEIR CHILDREN.

 Amid all of the pressure to prepare children for success in life, 
parents can come to realize there is no greater success and no 

greater gift they can give their children than a relationship with 
Jesus and His Church. This gift endures throughout eternity.

HOW CAN PARENTS ENCOUNTER JESUS THROUGH OLGC SCHOOL?
Parents set a kind of glass ceiling in regards to faith and religious practices that children 

rarely break through. OLGC has the following opportunities for parents to raise the ceiling:

DADS ACTING AS 
DISCIPLES (DAAD)

DID YOU KNOW?
One of the greatest factors influencing a 
child’s future practice of the faith is the 

religious involvement of his or her father. 

PARENT VOLUNTEER 
COMMITTEE (PVC)

PARENT RETREATS ALPHA



OUR PARENTS
OUR PARENTS

I HAVE NO GREATER JOY THAN TO KNOW THAT MY 
CHILDREN WALK WITH THE LORD.”  (3 JOHN 1:4)

DADS ACTING AS DISCIPLIES (DAAD)
 The goals of DAAD are (1) to provide a positive male role model for students, 
demonstrating that education and faith are important (teaching students to 
be leaders of faith and academics), and (2) to reflect on our identity as men of 

God and our role within our families.

PARENT VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE (PVC)
The Mission of the PVC is to enhance the educational, spiritual, and social 

well-being of our OLGC students, staff, and families. PVC consists of all parents 
of OLGC registered students. This organization supports the mission of OLGC 

through recreational/social events, fundraisers, and school improvements.

PARENT RETREATS
OLGC Parish School is committed to offering a life-changing encounter 

with Jesus, and every year we bless our moms and dads with an incredible 
opportunity to encounter the Lord through a retreat experience. Parents of all 

students are invited to attend our mothers or fathers retreat.

ALPHA - IS THERE MORE TO LIFE?
Alpha gives everyone the opportunity to explore the meaning of life. The Alpha 

course usually meets once a week for 10 weeks. Sessions begin with a meal, 
followed by a short talk, and time to discuss the topic. No question is out of 

bounds and we don’t assume any knowledge or belief in Christianity.



OUR STAFF
OUR STAFF

MELISSA HUNT  |  PRINCIPAL

It is an honor to serve the OLGC community as principal 
of our parish school. Working in the field of education is 
where God has called me to live out my call to holiness. 
I am incredibly humbled to have this opportunity and 
eager to share my philosophy of servant leadership.

OLGC has formation and leadership 
training opportunities set in place to 
help our staff encounter Jesus and 
better empower our students.

Our  school staff recently attended the 
Leader in Me 7 Habits Training Retreat. 

ELIZABETH MIRUZZI-ROSS  |  VICE PRINCIPAL

My love for Catholic schools began with my own Catholic 
education at St. Alphonsus in Dearborn, Michigan. 
Starting in 1995, I became a Catholic school educator. 
I live to be a servant of God and have dedicated my 
professional life to share His love with those I serve.

EDUCATING THROUGH SERVANT-LEADERSHIP.
OLGC has over 40 dedicated leaders supporting our school as administrators, 
teachers or support staff. Nothing would be possible without these 
individuals. All OLGC teachers hold valid Teaching Certificates from the State 
of Michigan and over 76% of our staff have advanced degrees.



A DYNAMIC PLAN TO UNLEASH THE GOSPEL AT OLGC.
OLGC joyfully accepted Archbishop Vigneron’s challenge to all Catholic 
schools to engage in a serious self-assessment and develop a plan to 
maximize our potential and unleash the Gospel in our school. 

Our strategic plan will continue to evolve as we do and it will take our school 
and our community to an entirely new level. We believe it will help us form 
saints by immersing our students in a cutting-edge, evidence-based, learner-
focused, and of course, God-centered, curriculum and environment.

STRATEGIC PLANNING

OFFERING EVERY CHILD A LIFE-CHANGING ENCOUNTER WITH 
JESUS AND EQUIPPING LEADERS TO TRANSFORM THE CULTURE.

Two pillars are the 
foundation of our 

strategic plan:

1. MISSION AND 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 

2. ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE

SCHOOL 
STRATEGIC 

PLAN

EDUCATION 
TECHNOLOGY 

PLAN

SCHOOL 
WELLNESS 

PLAN

OUR CURRENT 
STRATEGIC PLANS

Technology use will 
foster the Gospel, 
promote lifelong 

learning, and 
improve teaching 
and technological 

literacy in a changing 
technological world.

The entire school 
environment shall 

be aligned with 
healthy school goals 

to promote health 
and wellness, good 

nutrition, and regular
physical activity.



OFFERING A LIFE-CHANGING 
ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS 
AND EQUIPPING LEADERS TO 
TRANSFORM THE CULTURE.

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL
PRAY FOR US.



WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
INTEREST IN JOINING OUR 

OLGC FAMILY
For school applications and 

additional information, please visit:

WWW.IAMOLGC.COM



WWW.IAMOLGC.COM
1151 William St., Plymouth, MI 48170  •  734-453-3053  •  info@olgcparish.net

@OLGCPlymouth@OLGCPlymouth@OLGCSchoolPlymouth
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