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Mission Statement: 

We exist to offer a life-changing encounter with Jesus and equip leaders to transform the culture. 
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OLGC Parish School	
FAQ Sheet	

	
When was the OLGC Parish Mission Statement written and why doesn’t it include 
academics?	
Through a prayerful discernment process, the mission was created in 2017-2018 by the school’s 
strategic planning team to partner the school’s mission with our parish and reflect academic 
excellence by equipping them to be leaders using all the gifts they have been given.  As such, 
we embrace the whole child: intellectual, social, emotional and spiritual by “Offering life-
changing encounters with Jesus and equipping leaders to transform the culture.”  	
	
Why does the school have daily Mass?	
The school offers Mass to the community at 7:15am on Tuesday, Wednesday and Fridays in 
our chapel. The divisional or all-school Masses for our students are celebrated on Thursdays 
every week (unless there is a Feast day). We would love to have you celebrate with us!	
	
Are 7th and 8th graders having religion class and discipleship groups on the same day?	
No, they currently are not.  However, in September, the Junior High Team adjusted the 
schedule to not have religion class and discipleship groups on the same day. On Thursdays, we 
are hosting the Alpha Youth Series that was done in past years. The students meet in small 
groups, which we are calling discipleship groups. Mr. Schneider and Mr. Dang are supporting 
our male students, and Ms. Heffernan is partnering with Be Love Revolution to support our 
female students. 	
	
Why was there a large turnover among the staff this year?	
Our school staff has 14 new members this year!  In 2018-2019, we had three teachers retire, 
one teacher accepted a principalship, and four left for personal and/or family reasons (including 
our campus minister and music and worship leader who was blessed with a baby!) We also 
hired additional staff members, including a second PreK teacher, hospitality receptionists, and 
an additional administrator.  We also made the decision to use Berkley Schools as our exclusive 
shared time provider. God blessed us with extraordinary new teammates who love our school, 
love kids, and have a passion for education and Jesus. 	
 	
Is there still a plan to hire a new interventionist?	
Yes, our school is still searching for a qualified school interventionist to join Ms. Stowe in the 
Student Support Room.  During our extended search for the right candidate, Ms. Davis, Ms. 
Stanford, and Ms. Swiderek have been supporting students with Ms. Stowe in our Student 
Support Room or in the classroom.	
 	
How can parents get involved with the continual improvement of our school?	
We have a continual improvement process that includes a strategic planning team, school 
improvement team, Leader in Me lighthouse team, and action teams.  In the fall, parents are 
invited to complete a “Parent Interest Form” to participate on a team.  During the 2018-2019 
school year, 100% of parents who were interested, served on a team. The 2019-2020 Parent 
Interest Forms are available in the front office.	
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How do parents provide feedback about our school?	
A School Satisfactory Survey is completed by students, staff, and parents each year.  The results of the survey 
are analyzed by the school improvement team and have been a driving force for our school strategic 
plan.  Feedback can also be provided through email, a phone call, a meeting, the anonymous feedback form 
on our website, or at school Coffee Chat meetings.  	
	
Why don’t we have a PVC and SAC board anymore?	
In the spring of 2019, the SAC and PVC boards made the decision to unify their efforts and combine into one 
Parent Leadership Team.  Current board members were given the opportunity to continue serving their terms 
on the new Parent Leadership Team. The Parent Leadership Team consists of a president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer, fundraising chairman, hospitality chairman, Parent Lighthouse Team leader, and principal. 
The purpose of the Parent Leadership Team is to support and enhance the experience for our students both 
academically and spiritually through fundraising and volunteer opportunities uniting families and staff to serve 
our parish school while transforming the culture.	
	
What is the PVC?	
The Parent Volunteer Committee (PVC) consists of all parents at OLGC Parish School.  The purpose of this 
organization is to direct and coordinate parental support to OLGC Parish School through activities, social 
functions, and fundraisers.  The PVC is overseen by the Parent Leadership Team.  	
 	
Is there an increase in Chapel Time this year?	
Every class has a weekly scheduled time to visit the chapel for their religion class.  A schedule was 
implemented last year to avoid two classes wanting to use the chapel at the same time.	
 	
Why are students required to kneel when a priest comes in to a classroom?	
Our priests try to visit with students during the week just to say Hi and see how they are doing. Students are 
not required to and should not kneel when a priest comes into a classroom.  Students do show reverence by 
kneeling or bowing to Jesus during monthly Adoration or when the priest is processing with the monstrance.	
 	
Has there been an increase in religion class time this year? 
Grade 2 has experienced an increase in religion class time once per week due to the implementation of Level 
II Catechesis of the Good Shepherd this year.  Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is in place of a typical 
religion class for the day. A second grade visit to the Atrium is about 90 minutes per week.  A second grade 
religion lesson is approximately 30 minutes.  Other grade levels have not implemented an increase in religion 
class time this year.  (Grade 7 and 8 Discipleship Groups are in place of the daily religion class.)	
	
Are students silent on the bus ride to All School Mass?	
Teachers prepare students for Mass, which can include prayer, sharing prayer intentions, reading scripture, or 
listening to a Praise and Worship song prior to the arrival to church.	
	
How did the position of Administrator of Evangelization and Discipleship come to be?	
The need was present for an additional administrator to support our two pillars: Proudly Catholic and 
Academically Excellent.  With the addition of this position, we now have four members for our school’s 
administrative leadership team: Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Fitch and Mr. Dang.  This development of a 
leadership team within the school is in cooperation with the AOD’s expectation for schools to develop one. The 
school team models the parish’s leadership team.	
	
Why don’t we have a National Honors Society this year?	
We have made a shift to a Student Lighthouse Team in alignment with our Leader in Me process.   In 
September, all students had the opportunity to apply for the Student Lighthouse Team. Two students were 
selected in grades 1 through 6 through an application process.  All students in grades 7 and 8 who applied are 
serving as a leadership team.  	
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How are students being recognized for their achievement?	
Honor Roll is still in place for student recognition as well as Positive Parent Communication Forms.  Students 
and classes are also recognized at each leadership assembly.	
	
What is the history of the Leader in Me?	
Members of the 2017-2018 school staff conducted a book study of The Leader in Me process and some began 
piloting the The Leader in Me materials in the classrooms.  In the Spring of 2018, parents and staff 
representatives visited a Leader in Me Lighthouse School and provided feedback. The school staff proceeded 
with an additional Book Study and voted to implement the leadership model beginning the 2018-2019 school 
year after determining its alignment with our school mission. 	
 	
Has the curriculum changed?	
There have been no changes to the AOD standards which guide our curriculum. The standards were last 
updated in 2016.  You may view the standards at: https://www.aod.org/schools/curriculum/ The changes that 
have occurred are the methods of instruction and additional research based resources to best meet the needs 
of all our students.	
	
Why does classroom instruction look differently this year?	
Teachers are implementing differentiated instruction in order to tailor instruction to meet students’ 
individualized needs.  Teachers are also implementing research based teaching techniques. This includes 
more small group teaching. Please see one of the three videos shared at the September 2018 Principal Coffee 
Chats: https://youtu.be/a0op1QVf2PM	
 	
What is “Leadership Time?”	
All teachers are carefully planning this time of the day to equip students with leadership principles and provide 
small group instruction.  Students are also empowered to take ownership of their learning during this time. In 
Grades 4-8 students may receive additional help from a teacher of their choice depending on their area of 
need.  This is called Study Hall or Q&A Time. Although study hall is not new to OLGC at some grade levels, 
having a common time across grade levels is new.	
	
How was the decision made to implement standards based report cards?	
The Archdiocese of Detroit asked that schools begin using standards based report cards prior to 2016. We are 
just beginning that implementation. Our school has a strategic plan to continue implementation beyond 
kindergarten and first grade and include second and third grades this year.  Students will be assessed by 
“meets standards,” “approaching standards,” or “not yet approaching standards.”	
	
Why don’t we have IOWA Testing anymore?	
The AOD determined to move away from the IOWA Test to a computer adaptive assessment (CAA) as 
indicated in the AOD Strategic Plan for Catholic Schools.  Last year, OLGC Parish School was chosen to pilot 
one of three CAA platforms called NWEA MAP Growth. The assessment allowed us to accurately measure 
each student’s performance, growth, and unique learning needs as well as provide data for school 
improvement.  It was decided by the School Improvement Team to continue with NWEA MAP Growth this 
school year. We will measure students’ academic growth in the Fall, Winter and Spring this year in Reading, 
Mathematics and Science (Grades 5 and 7). Your child’s profile will be provided to you at parent teacher 
conferences.	
	
How is Math iXL being used?	
iXL is a supplemental resource that provides more individualized math practice and immediate feedback for 
students.  The program is being used in a variety of ways across the grade levels.  Students are also welcome 
to use iXL for additional support at home.	
	
	
	



 4 

Does OLGC have enough textbooks?	
Yes.  Students have the texts which they need.  Currently, Grade 6 and 7 are sharing geography books 
because of a standard alignment change by the AOD.  This is temporary for this semester only and students 
will have online textbook access should they need it. 	
 	
Do we have enough math textbooks for Grades 7 and 8?	
All students have an assigned textbook that students use for homework and as a reference tool for 
learning.  An additional instructional resource, which focuses on inquiry-based instruction was purchased and 
is shared by students during classroom instruction.  It is not needed outside of class time.	
	
Do students in Grades 5-8 have a computer class?	
Students in Grades 5-8 may choose to take Advanced Computers as an elective course. This is a semester 
long course focused on coding.  Students may select this course when making their elective choice. 	
	
When do students learn basic computer skills?	
Students in Grades PK-4 have a Library Media class where they learn basic computer skills.  Students have 
access to our iMac computer lab with MS Office 2019. Students are using computer skills daily with our 
increased technology of iPads and iMacs in the classrooms.  All iPads have Pages, Keynote, and Numbers 
applications and Grades 4 to 8 also have Google Docs, Google Sheets, and Google Slides as well as other 
educational apps. In Grades 5 through 8, all iPads have keyboards.  In Grades 7 and 8, students have one to 
one devices. Students complete presentations and other work using technology programs.	
 

 


