
 

COMPARISON OF MAP WITH ITBS 

A Standardized Test is designed to be given under specified, standard conditions to obtain a sample of learner 

behavior that can be used to make inferences about the learner’s ability.  Standardized testing allows results to 

be compared statistically to a standard such as a norm or criteria.  If the test is not administered according to the 

standard conditions, the results are invalid.  Because MAP® is consistent in its design, administration, and 

scoring procedures, and provides data that are statistically comparable to norms, it fits within a standardized test 

description.  However, as seen in the table below, MAP® characteristics differ when compared to typical 

standardized tests, in this case, ITBS or IOWA. 

 

 

Administration of Typical Standardized 

Tests 

Administration of a MAP® Assessment 

Typically used as summative assessment to 

provide a culminating view of students’ 

mastery of content, knowledge or skills. 

MAP® is an interim assessment that provides 

information about students’ continuum of 

learning and growth trajectory. 

Typically assess within a grade-constrained 

content area. 

MAP® is not grade specific and measures 

achievement across grade content. 

Typically, data are used to make high stakes 

accountability decisions. 

MAP® data are used to analyze growth over 

time and inform instructional and program 

decisions. 

Typically use a grade-level unique scale that 

assigns a numerical value to proficiency for 

answering high stakes questions. 

MAP® uses a vertical scale so data are used 

to measure growth accurately and fairly. 

  

IOWA Reports MAP® Reports 

Percentile   % 

The percent of students in this grade in the 

nation with a lower score on that test, total, or 

composite. 

Percentile   % 

The percentage of students in the NWEA 

national norm sample, for this grade and 

subject area, that this student’s score equaled 

or exceeded. 

 

National Standard Score (NSS) 

Describes a student’s location on an 

achievement continuum from elementary 

through high school. 

 

RIT Score 

A student’s overall scale score on the test for 

a given subject using a stable scale that does 

not alter from year to year and shows 

longitudinal growth through all grades K-12 

 Lexile Range 

Identifies level-appropriate reading material 

for individual students 

Proficiency 

Contains the NSS necessary for the child to 

be proficient as defined by the state of Iowa 

Projected Proficiency  

A student’s predicted proficiency based on 

linking studies that align the MAP RIT scale 

to each state’s assessment and college and 

career readiness measures. 

National Grade Equivalent (NGE) 

Describes student performance in terms of 

grade level and month in order to follow 

educational growth from year to year 

Growth Scores 

MAP can show projected growth from fall to 

winter, winter to spring, and fall to spring and 

measures actual growth on the RIT scale at 

both the student and school level year after 

year. 
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 Conditional Growth Index 

Show growth comparisons between students 

across the United States 

 Learning Continuum 

Shows skills and concepts to develop for both 

groups of students and individual students 

Interpretive Information 

 A narrative that provides information to help 

teachers and parents understand the 

information presented in the report. 

 

Interpretive Information 

 A narrative that provides information to help 

teachers and parents understand the 

information presented in the report. 

 

 

 

FAQs 

1. How does the summative level of MAP® work?  Would this be better as a stand-alone or as a 

supplement to IOWA? 

MAP is a formative assessment.  It is used to track progress over time, diagnose student needs and 

inform everyday teaching and learning.  The results from MAP tests are used to provide information 

before, during, and after instruction, to assist teachers and diocesan staff in helping students learn.  It 

is a test for learning.  Summative assessments are tests of learning.  They measure performance at 

the end of an instructional sequence or timeframe.  With MAP norms, there is a percentile ranking 

for students to compare each to others across the country in fall, winter, and spring.    

 

2. Can we convert ITBS to MAP for longitudinal data?   

They are two different tests that measure students differently.  MAP measures growth on a 

consistent, equal interval scale that is used for all grades K-12.  You cannot start MAP where IOWA 

stops.   

 

3. What information can we use for marketing purposes?  We’ve always used Grade Equivalents in the 

past. 

With MAP you would want to focus on either the Growth Norms to evaluate the observed growth in 

a subsequent term and over time, or on the Projected Proficiency.  Projected proficiency links MAP 

results to your state summative assessment and to the ACT and SAT. 

 

4. Which standards are being measured by MAP? 

NWEA has aligned every item with each state’s standards to ensure that students are being assessed 

as close as possible to the standards being taught in the school. 

 

 


