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The Reading “Workshop” structure is designed to allow for a whole group lesson focused on one skill, strategy, 
or reading behavior and tailored to fit the needs of the class. Small group instruction and conferencing takes place 
during work time when children are working on their own or in partnership. 

Its structure supports children’s development because it incorporates both demonstration, guided practice, and 
individual practice. Common components include: 

• Mini Lesson (Direct Teach)

• Work Time (Independent/Partner/Group/Small group with teacher, stations, guided reading, and Daily Five choices) 

• Share Time (Celebration & Summary of what was learned)

Decades of research has been done on Guided Reading and the Workshop-style framework of teaching. Based on 
research, this structure increased in popularity beginning in the 1990’s and continued to remain popular as research 
maintained its efficacy. Research studies have shown:

OLGC teachers have Units of Study by Lucy Calkins as a research-based resource. Learn more about reading 
workshop on the curriculum page of the school website: iamolgc.com. 

There are many ways parents can 
support students in their reading 

journey. While some paperwork will 
come home with this model, work 

will increasingly become more 
meaningful with the purpose of 

actively engaging students in the 
learning process. Look for and ask 

for student feedback on topics 
discussed in class. 

Sign in to Raz Kids (grades K-3) with 
your child’s personal school login to 

practice reading books on his/her 
level.

Go to the local library and checkout 
books based on your child’s 
independent reading level.

Read to your child. Listening on a higher 
language level makes complex ideas more 

accessible and exposes children to vocabulary 
and language patters not part of their everyday 

speech. (Fountas & Pinnell, 1996)

Use one of the many 
resources on the Parent 

Resource List posted on the 
curriculum page of the 

school website: 
iamolgc.com. 

Guided reading lessons 
increase the quantity of 

independent reading that 
students do. The volume 

of reading is linked to 
attaining higher-order 
literacy proficiencies.

Multiple studies 
have found 

specifically that 
matching readers 
to texts supports 

growth in reading.

Guided reading 
provides a setting 
within which the 

explicit teaching of 
comprehending 

strategies is ideal.

This style of 
teaching 

comprehension 
skills and 
strategies 

supports overall 
achievement.

Shared reading, interactive 
writing, shared writing 

within workshop supports 
development and growth of 
foundational skills such as 

fluency, vocabulary, 
phonemic awareness & 

phonics etc. 


