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OLGC teachers have adopted the AOD standards as their curriculum. Standards are specific items that students 
should know and be able to do by the end of each grade.  Standards guide classroom instruction, assessment 
methods, and provide a sequential approach to learning. 

The AOD asked that schools begin using standards-based report cards prior to 2016. OLGC is just beginning that 
implementation. Our school has a strategic plan to continue implementation beyond kindergarten and first grade to 
include second and third grades this year.

The standards listed on the OLGC Parish School report card are a “snapshot” or a collapsed version of the AOD’s 
overall standards for each grade level. This style enables teachers to know more about their students and give timely 
feedback to assist with needed growth. Also, instruction is able to be tailored based on mastery of content or standards 
to reach all learners in comparison to the traditional one-size-fits-all approach. 

Many research studies (done by Marzano, Guskey, Pickering, Reeves, Popham, Wiggins, Stiggins, 
O’Connor, Brookhart, and the High Schools That Work Breaking Ranks program) exist showing the benefit of 
using a standards-based teaching and grading mindset for the benefit of students. Research shows: 

OLGC teachers read A Teacher’s Guide to Standards Based Learning during the summer of 2019. For 
additional summaries and research visit the curriculum page on our school website: iamolgc.com. 

Standards-based 
grading increases 

achievement.

Students learn the content on a deeper level and 
perform better in college when exposed to effective 

standards-based instruction and grading.

An increase in preference 
for challenging tasks and 

quality of thinking.

Standards-based grades report 
progress on a student’s mastery, 
or understanding, of a grade-level 

concept, rather than rote 
memorization. A Parent Guide for 

understanding this type of 
reporting can be found on the 
curriculum page on our school 

website: iamolgc.com. 

When a student has not 
yet mastered a concept, 
parents can assist the 

learning process at home. 
Pacing guides can be 

found on the curriculum 
page at iamolgc.com. 

Reading and discussing critical 
thinking questions, practicing math 
facts and skills, and playing learning 

games are great ways to help increase 
general mastery. A resource list for 

helpful online websites can be found 
on the curriculum page on our school 
website: iamolgc.com. Check it out! 


