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November 7, 2019 

Dear OLGC Parents and Guardians, 

As you may recall from our vision casting event, our school’s strategic plan for improvement includes four 
essential elements, in alignment with the Archdiocese of Detroit’s Unleashing Our Catholic Schools, to make our 
school among the very best in the nation: we must be proudly Catholic, academically excellent, accessible to all 
and sustainable for the future.  As OLGC Parish School works to attain academic excellence, we have embraced 
a computer-adaptive assessment (CAA) to provide strong differentiated instruction to all students.  

OLGC Parish School was chosen as a pilot school for a MAP® Growth™ test from NWEA® during the 2018-19 
school year.  Students were administered the assessment in the Winter and Spring.  With the announcement 
from the Archdiocese to move forward with a CAA, the decision was made by our School Improvement Team for 
the MAP Growth test to take the place of the IOWA assessments our students have taken in previous years.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to highlight some important differences between the two assessments, which 
will help illustrate why we are making this important transition. 

The IOWA assessments are diagnostic assessments that provide information about students’ general knowledge 
in the areas of reading, math, science and social studies.  These are paper and pencil assessments for students 
in grades 2-7 only.  All students take the test in the same format, and a standard score is provided based on 
each student’s achievement level. 

In contrast, The NWEA® MAP® Growth™ tests are designed to assess both growth and achievement of each 
individual student’s skill and knowledge in the areas of reading, math, and science (Grades 5 and 7).  Students in 
grades K-8 participate in the Fall, Winter, and Spring.  Importantly, MAP Growth tests are unique in that they are 
computer-adaptive, which means the test adjusts to each individual student’s ability level.  If your child answers 
a question at his/her grade level correctly, the next question is more challenging, and vice versa.  These results 
provide a more complete picture of what your child knows and is ready to learn than his/her IOWA scores—
whether it is on, above, or below their grade level.  Since MAP Growth tests provide immediate and accurate 
information about your child’s learning, your child’s teacher will know exactly what content your child needs for 
instruction, intervention, or enrichment and will be able to set personalized learning goals for him/her. 

Enclosed, you will find a MAP® Growth™ Student Progress Report, which is a summary of how your child is 
performing academically, as measured by the most recent MAP Growth test your child has taken. You will also 
find a Sample Report to assist you with understanding your child’s report.  It explains how your child’s MAP 
Growth results are represented as RIT scores. A RIT score is the overall score for a subject based on a Rasch 
Unit (RIT), and you will see it referenced in your child’s Progress Report.  If you are unable to attend the Parent 
Learning Lab focused on sharing more about this assessment, please see our school website or visit 
NWEA.org/parenttoolkit. 

I am confident that this movement to NWEA MAP Growth assessments will better serve our students.  Thank you 
for partnering with us to give your child the gift of an excellent Catholic education.  If you have questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher or a member of the school’s Administration team.  

 
Sincerely, 
  
Melissa Hunt 
Principal 
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