
 

 

A Parent’s Guide to Standards-Based Grading & Report Cards 
at OLGC Parish School 

 
Teaching and Learning Revealed 

This guide has been created to provide parents/guardians with the following information about OLGC Parish School’s 
Standards-Based Report Cards: 
 

● An overview of the philosophy and purpose 
● An explanation of how to use and interpret a standards-based report card 
● An explanation of the standards grading scale 
● Answers to some of the most frequently asked questions about standards-based grading and report cards.  

 
Reporting student progress is an essential part of the communication and partnership between home and school. We 
believe that it is our school’s professional responsibility to provide parents and students with information that accurately 
reflects a student’s level of performance and progress in meeting standards. This report card is designed to provide a 
“snapshot” of grade-level standards and communicates an individual student’s progress toward independently meeting 
those expectations. 
  
Why Standards-Based Report Cards? 

● The Archdiocese of Detroit asked that schools begin using standards-based report cards prior to 2016. We are just 
beginning that implementation process at OLGC Parish School. Our school has a strategic plan to continue 
implementation beyond kindergarten and first grade to include second and third grades this year.  
 

● Grades should have meaning—all stakeholders (parents, students, and teachers) will adapt a growth mindset 
towards specific grade level academic standards with this style of grading and report card, which will allow for 
more student success. 
 

● Standards-Based Grading allows for more worthwhile classroom work & feedback—Work and assessments 
become more purposeful and meaningful with this mindset. Students can work on individual skills and standards 
needed to progress.  This enables teachers to know more about their students than ever before and give timely 
feedback to assist with needed growth. In the adult world, everything is a performance assessment. These higher 
level tasks fit standards-based reporting and allow children to walk away with a higher degree of self-efficacy, 
knowing what areas they need to continue to grow in. 
 

● Instruction is able to be tailored to all learners—Traditional grading does not provide the information to allow 
for personalized tailoring of instruction as standards-based teaching does. If a group has not mastered a concept, 
the concept is retaught a new way. If they’ve mastered it before it was even taught, a new, more advanced concept 
can be brought into the classroom. Instruction is able to be leveled based on mastery of content or standards. This 
allows teachers to reach the lowest learners, average learners, and advanced learners. 
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● It’s research-backed--Many research studies exist showing the benefit of using a standards-based teaching and 
grading mindset for the benefit of students. (One article can be found at this link. See more educational research 
and work by Guskey, Marzano, O’Connor, and Reeves.) 

  
Grading Scale: 
Four levels of progress are noted on the new report cards for grades K-3 using the key below. 
  

Does Not Meet Standard 
(DN) 

 Does Not Yet Meet 
Standard (NY) 

 Approaching Standard 
(AS) 

 Meets the Standard (MS) 

  
Student demonstrates 
minimal to no 
understanding of the skills 
that address the standard 
and does not meet the 
academic standard for 
his/her grade level. 

  
Student demonstrates some 
initial or partial skills that 
address the standard, but 
needs significant support to 
meet the academic standard 
for his/her grade level. 

  
 Student demonstrates 
progression towards 
proficiency in foundational 
skills that address the 
standard, but needs some 
support to meet the 
academic standard for 
his/her grade level. 

  
 Student consistently 
demonstrates proficiency or 
mastery of all grade level 
skills that address the 
academic standard for 
his/her grade level.  

  
A mark of “MS” is the expected goal for students, which indicates that the student is meeting the requirements of the 
academic standards for his/her grade level. A mark of “AS” indicates that a student is working within the expectations of 
his/her grade level as well, but the difference being the level of independence and support a student needs to demonstrate 
mastery. The expectation is that most students will achieve a “MS” by the end of the year for each grade-level standard, 
unless some standards were only introduced toward the end of the school year. Using the Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
Curriculum Standards and Pacing Guides, teachers continue to identify the standard taught and the expectations required 
for each marking period to inform instruction and assessment. Learners are scored on their progress made toward mastery, 
or understanding, of those expectations set forth for each marking period. 
 
*BLANK or N/A—A standard area left blank for a quarter, indicates that the academic standard has not been adequately 
introduced, covered, or assessed during the marking period. All standards on a grade-level report card will be addressed 
by the end of the school year, per the AOD Pacing Guide. 
  
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs): 
 
What are standards? 
Standards are what students should know and be able to do at the end of each grade. It would be far too lengthy to list 
every standard on the report card. The standards on the OLGC Parish School report card are a “snapshot” or a collapsed 
version of the AOD’s overall standards for each grade level. Standards provide targeted and specific information on 
content that teachers must teach within the year according to a pacing guide. An example of one standard for third grade 
English Language Arts (ELA) is “Reading: R.L.3.13. Compare and contrast themes, settings, and plots of stories written 
by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., books from a series).” All AOD standards can currently be 
seen on at aod.org > Schools > Teacher Resources > Curriculum > Choose your child’s grade level. *Please note that the 
AOD will be reconstructing their website in the near future. When this is done, a correction will be made to this resource 
on our school website.  
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How does a standards-based reporting system motivate my child to excel?   
Intrinsic motivation is the most powerful kind of motivation. When students are directly involved in their learning process 
by identifying what their strengths and growth areas are, they can actively work towards improvement with a plan and 
experience success. Research has shown that letter grades do not motivate students to learn in the fullest sense.  On the 
contrary, research has found three consistent effects of using – and especially, emphasizing the importance of – letter or 
number grades: 

1. Grades tend to reduce students’ interest in the learning itself.   

2. Grades tend to reduce students’ preference for challenging tasks.  (Harter, 1978; Harter and Guzman, 1986; 
Kage, 1991; Milton et al., 1986).  

3. Grades tend to reduce the quality of students’ thinking.  (Butler, 1987; Butler, 1988; Butler and Nisan, 1986). 

Shared by Bellinghamschools.org  

      Here are two quick and informative videos explaining this style of teaching and grading: 

Standards Based Grades pt 2 - Eliminating Points and Percentages 

An Introduction to Standards-Based Grading 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OIY-fdTAiY


What examples of data do teachers use to assign grades? 
With a standards-based approach, teachers evaluate student learning in a variety of ways using classroom observations and 
classwork, along with formative (ongoing informal) and summative (end of unit/instruction) assessments. Traditionally, 
grading consisted of mostly large summative, end of unit, type tests. The combination of these pieces of evidence, when 
reviewed with parents, provides a more detailed picture of student progress towards grade level expectations. 
 
Is it possible for students to “drop” from one marking period to another? 
It is important to note that the student does not necessarily drop a “grade.” The score is an indication of performance with 
expectations of difficulty that increases throughout the school year. In other words, the concepts increase in difficulty as 
the year progresses. Therefore, a student who demonstrates a “MS” in the first quarter, could earn a “AS” in the second 
quarter when the rigor of the standard has been increased. This shift indicates that the student still understands the major 
elements of the concept, but may need more development of the details or application. 
  
How can I help my child get a better score? 
It’s not about a score--the goal is for students to grow in mastery of academic standards. In traditional grading, it’s easy to 
get caught up in points or certain letter grades, whether a child fully understands the material or not. With standards being 
the focus, home and school are concentrating on assisting students to independently understand, or show mastery, in their 
grade level standards, not necessarily scores or points, which often give an inaccurate picture. *See the following question 
for at home learning assistance.  
  
How can I assist my child at home so I can assist with his/her academic growth? 
Teachers provide wonderful resources for each grade level outside of homework to assist with learning. iXL can always 
be used at home to boost math skills. Reading independently and with your child, while asking critical thinking questions, 
aids them in improving comprehension. More resources are provided on our school website iamolgc.com under 
Academics tab > Curriculum > Home Connection: Parent Resources.  
 
What happens when students transfer to another elementary school outside the AOD or transition to high school from 
OLGC Parish School—will they understand the report card? 
The standards-based report card contains a legend with a definition for each code on the grading scale. Many districts, all 
over Michigan (and the U.S.A.) are transitioning, or already have, to standards-based report cards. While OLGC is 
proceeding in our implementation of including more grade levels in using standards-based grading each year, our Junior 
High students will continue to receive a traditional letter grade-style report card, as long as this is in alignment with what 
the high schools are doing.  
 
Will a standards-based teaching and grading mindset prepare my child for high school and beyond? 
Based upon work done by Marzano, Guskey, Pickering, Reeves, Popham, Wiggins, Stiggins, O’Connor, Brookhart, and 
the High Schools That Work Breaking Ranks program, standards-based grading and teaching has increased achievement. 
Research on standards-based grading and teaching has shown that students learn the content on a deeper level and perform 
better in college when exposed to effective standards-based instruction and grading. Research studies on this topic can 
easily be found by looking up these authors or reading one of their many books. One such study can be found at this link. 
 
 

Teachers, Student Support Staff, and Administration are happy to answer any further questions or 
concerns you might have regarding standards-based teaching and grading at OLGC Parish School.  

 
We exist to offer a life-changing encounter with Jesus and equip leaders to transform the culture. 
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