
From: Melissa Hunt huntm@olgcparish.net
Subject: Fwd: Crusader Connection 6-9-20

Date: June 9, 2020 at 11:12 PM
To: John Stockwell stockwellj@olgcparish.net

I sent a Crusader Connection today to go on the website. No need to post my letter separately. Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Melissa Hunt <huntm@olgcparish.net>
Date: Tue, Jun 9, 2020 at 11:11 PM
Subject: Fwd: Crusader Connection 6-9-20
To: Fr. Michael Suhy <suhym@olgcparish.net>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: School Staff <mail@flocknote.com>
Date: Tue, Jun 9, 2020 at 5:27 PM
Subject: Crusader Connection 6-9-20
To: Melissa Hunt <huntm@olgcparish.net>

 

June 9, 2020

Dear OLGC School Families,

I pray this finds you well as you enjoy your first official week of summer break! 
Without question, everyone deserves some rest after months of distance learning! 
As promised, you will continue to get communications from me over the summer.  I
know it is important to you to receive updates on what school will look like in the
fall, and I am committed to giving you those updates.

Gearing Up for the Fall
There is a great deal of uncertainty in our world, country, and state regarding next
year and many parents are wondering what next year will look like. Our school
remains committed to providing an exemplary Catholic education for our students. 
OLGC Parish School will safely educate our students next school year, regardless of
the situation.

In May, the Archdiocese of Detroit Department of Catholic Schools assembled a
taskforce to develop plans for the start of the 2020-2021 academic year.  Members
include physicians, government officials, educators, school pastors, and parents.  I
am a member of the Academic Excellence subcommittee tasked with providing
guidance to schools on maintaining academic excellence and Catholic identity.  I
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guidance to schools on maintaining academic excellence and Catholic identity.  I
can personally attest that everyone is hard at work!

Our school will follow the guidance of the Department of Catholic Schools and is
forming our own teams to iron out the specific details for our school community to
provide a safe and meaningful learning environment.  I understand that neighboring
public school districts have already published a plan for the return to school.  The
Department of Catholic Schools will make decisions guided by evidence and
experts keeping the health, safety, and well being of all educators and students a
priority.  With the positive trends that have begun, OLGC is hopeful that we will be
able to welcome students back in the fall for in-person instruction.  However, it
is important for us to be prepared for all scenarios.  Information will continue to be
communicated at the earliest possible opportunity.

Recommitment
Thank you for prayerfully discerning your commitment to OLGC Parish School for
next school year using the provided guide.  God has blessed our school with an
incredible community to live out His mission of offering to encounter the person of
Jesus and be formed through a personal relationship with Him in and through the
Catholic Church. Discernment points are provided for your family to fully commit to
renewing our Christian community in this mission for next year. We are all on a
journey of faith and life together. It is a privilege to walk alongside one another as
we learn and grow and continue to create an even better school community built
upon a strong foundation.

Given the global pandemic, we understand that some families are being relocated
or have been impacted financially.   Sharing your family’s current plans and needs
provides us a more accurate enrollment to make prudent staffing and school
decisions and allows us to best assist you during this time.  Please be assured
that tuition is not being raised for next school year.  As we plan for the increased
financial assistance that will be needed, the financial discernment question in the
form allows families who are able to give more at this time to assist in this way.  

If you have not completed the recommitment form, please do so this week.  It
is our hope to not only welcome back our current families, but every family in our
community desiring a Catholic education for their child. OLGC Parish School stood
out among all other schools over the past months!  Continue to spread the great
word about our school!  Father Michael and I filmed another video explaining the
recommitment for you to view and share.  You can watch it here.  Please reach out
to me if you would like to meet or talk on the phone about your family's
recommitment process.

Staff Discernment
The annual letter of intent process for teachers to discern returning for the 2020-
2021 school year has begun. The process includes prayerful discernment of God's
call to be a member of the staff ready to support our mission, grow as a
professional to meet all students’ needs, and do whatever it takes to build a
cohesive team and culture of prayer. Our staff team is committed to creating an
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environment where our unique gifts are appreciated; where each person contributes
to our school’s success both in mission and academic excellence; and building a
Christian community of kindness, positivity, and problem-solving. It is also a lot of
fun to teach together and be with our students each day!  At OLGC, we are called
to be joyful as we serve your families!  As our staff honors the place of God’s will in
our life at this given time, some of our current staff members will be led to a new
mission.  We trust and celebrate the plan God has for each of us and ask for your
prayers as we continue our personal discernment.

With Gratitude for Mrs. Ross
As many of you have heard, Mrs. Ross has left her position at OLGC Parish School.
It has been an honor to serve alongside Mrs. Ross for the past two years, during
which time it has been clear that she has a deep love for students and Jesus! 
During her eight years at OLGC, Mrs. Ross has served in various roles including
interim Principal, Assistant Principal, and teacher.  She has touched the lives of
countless students, parents, and colleagues.  We thank Mrs. Ross for her
dedication to our school community and we wish her the best in her future
endeavors.

With Gratitude for Mrs. Cinzori and Mrs. Paterra
With sincere thanksgiving, I would like to announce Mrs. Cinzori and Mrs. Paterra’s
plan to leave their positions at OLGC Parish School for the 2020-2021 school year. 
Mrs. Cinzori and Mrs. Paterra served as teachers for ten years at OLGC and have
been such a gift to their students and this school.  Mrs. Cinzori's fun personality
and beautiful heart drew her students into the learning beyond the material.  Mrs.
Paterra's  expertise and knowledge of content was an asset to our learning
community and her wit always brightened everyone's day. We thank them for their
contribution to OLGC and trust in God’s great plan for their future. 
 
Thank you for your Commitment and Partnership
In closing, I thank God daily for having the privilege of serving the most amazing
community ever.  These last months were a testimony to our resilience, strong faith,
and dedication to our school family.  Although our distance learning process
improved a great deal from start to finish, it was far from perfect.  Thank you for
your partnership with our amazing staff as we did the very best to provide a solid
experience given the unique conditions.
 
Thank you for being there and loving your kids.
 
Thank you for being patient and supportive of us.
 
Thank you for being positive and encouraging.
 
Thank you for being a parent, a catechist, a household provider, and a school
teacher.
 
Thank you for being a part of the OLGC Family.
 



 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all

your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3: 5-6
 
May God bless you with peace this summer as we trust in His great plan!  
 
In Christ’s love,
Melissa Hunt, Principal

Celebrate! It is with great celebration that we made it through this school year! We
did it! Everyone showed such wonderful flexibility, support, and encouragement.
This is why our school community is so wonderful. I would like to echo Mrs. Hunt’s
words of gratitude for Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Paterra, and Mrs. Cinzori. Their dedication
and hard work at OLGC has been phenomenal. I’ve worked alongside them for
most of my nine years here, and I appreciate their love for all of our students and
school. I pray their next journey will bring them much happiness! 

My Journey 
It is with great joy that I continue serving OLGC families next school year! I
wholeheartedly believe in our school mission and what it will do for our community.
I am eager to see what the Fall brings us as we come back together as a school
community. Mrs. Hunt, Mr. Dang, and I will be working hard this summer, in
between some much needed breaks, to make sure we are ready for whatever God
brings our way. I am truly honored to work alongside them as partners in leadership.
Her enthusiasm, strong faith, vision for our school, and partnership make me
excited for the future. 

As Mrs. Hunt mentioned in the recommitment, we know the world is strange
right now. Things have changed for many families. I know we have one of the best
school communities, as I have been a part of several, and OLGC is filled with so
many loving, supportive people. Now more than ever, we need to commit, or
recommit, to continuing to create a community of love and support as we stand
alongside one another on our faith journeys, wherever each of us may be. 

The World Right Now  
Like many of you, I’ve been paying close attention to the protests and
demonstrations against racism in this country. We know that we are all God's
children created in His image and likeness to spread His love. When one of our
brothers and sisters is suffering, we must lift them up with prayer and support. At
OLGC, we will always share God's love for us all and celebrate our differences as
He intended. 

For any parent who has struggled to find a way to educate themselves on racial



For any parent who has struggled to find a way to educate themselves on racial
injustice, the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops has created a wonderful
resource library. In addition, the AOD has put together some resources as well. 
Reading the Pope’s statement encouraged me to focus on my Catholic values and
the dignity of each human person. As a counselor and mom, I believe spreading
love and acceptance begins with teaching our children to be empathetic,
compassionate, upstanding, and inclusive people. There are many wonderful
children’s books that encourage these values as well that you may find helpful.  Let
us pray for peace and equity in our world. 

In His Love,
Leigh Fitch, Counselor 

School Supply Kits
 has made supply kits available for your convenience on:

 https://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/.  
If you order your child’s supply kit by July 1st, it will be delivered to our school for
our annual Meet the Teacher event.  This is a service to our school community and
is optional.  Also, if you are able to purchase additional clorox wipes, kleenex, and
paper towels, we will need an abundance next year!  The complete 2020-2021
school supply lists have been posted on our school website here.
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Class of 2020
It was a blessing to honor our Class of 2020 with a Graduation Mass and ceremony
last week in our beautiful church.  If you missed the live-stream of this event, you
may view it here. 

In addition, Archbishop Vigneron and Kevin Kijewski, our superintendent of schools,
express their congratulations to our graduates in the following letter:
https://tinyurl.com/yb9wohdm
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Honors Criteria Grades 5 - 8 
First Honors:
• Academic average of 93.00-100    
• All percentage grades must be 72% or higher-No grades of D or F (including
specials).   • ALL conduct grades must be A or B (including specials).

Second Honors:
• Academic average of 83.00-92.999    
• All percentage grades must be 72% or higher-No grades of D or F (including
specials).   • ALL conduct grades must be A or B (including specials).

Congratulations on Your
Sacraments!

This is a special time for
our school family!  Parents
and students are receiving

the sacraments of
Baptism, Confession,

Communion and
Confirmation.  Let's join in

prayer as the Lord
showers graces upon our

beloved brothers and
sisters in Christ.

Tuition Assistance Information: New Deadlines
The Archdiocese of Detroit Tuition Assistance Program is being extended for a
second round of applicants.  If you were not awarded tuition assistance with the
first round or missed the initial deadline, you may apply by July 15, 2020.  In
addition, the OLGC Vollbrecht Fund application deadline has been extended to July
15, 2020. The application process and tuition assistance forms can be found on our
website at: https://school.olgcparish.net/tuition/. Further information on
scholarships from the AOD may be found here: detroitcatholicschools.org/tuition-
assistance-scholarships.

Yearbooks Pick-Up
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The 2019-2020 yearbooks are expected to arrive this week!  You may pick up your
child's yearbook in the front office the week of June 15th.  The office will be open
Monday thru Thursday, 8:00AM - 12:00 PM.

Reminder: 2020-2021 School Calendar
Our 2020-2021 school calendar has not yet been approved by the AOD. There may
also be changes based on decisions made after receiving guidance from health and
government officials. Our tentative first day of school is scheduled for August 25,
2020 and the last day of school is tentatively scheduled for June 4, 2021. You can
review a complete tentative 2020- 2021 school calendar on our school website or
by clicking here. 

Reminder: Gym Uniform
This year, OLGC was transitioning to a new gym uniform to be fully implemented
next school year. In order to further assist your families during this time, we will
have an additional transitional year for the new gym uniform. Both the old and new
gym uniform will be allowed next school year. 

Reminder: 2020-2021 P-CCS Bus Transportation Information
If you live in the Plymouth/Canton Community School district boundary and would
like your student(s) to ride the P-CCS bus to and/or from OLGC, you must complete
the attached form and return it by mail, fax or email no later than Friday, July 10,
2020.

Reminder: Summer Learning 
Our amazing student support teacher, Jennifer Thibault, created a Crusader Camp
resource for our students to continue growing academically and spiritually over the
summer. There are student video testimonials to get students excited about the
next grade level as well as enrichment activities, STEM projects, virtual field trips,
and more! Students will also have access to IXL. In addition to math, science and
social studies are being offered through June. This adaptive program is a great way
to continue supporting student growth. The best learning our students can do over
the summer is to read! To help promote reading this summer, please see the OLGC
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Summer Reading Lists by grade level on our school website.

OLGC Trans Packet 2020.21.pdf

Available all summer...

In case you missed it...
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-- 
Mrs. Melissa Hunt
Principal
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish School
We exist to offer a life-changing encounter with Jesus and equip leaders to transform the culture.
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